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Summary of Oren Testimony 

On 28 November, the New York daily •levsoa.ner < 

Prague trial, said that Lordekhai Been , n “^spaper Forward, in reporting the 
the defendants, and other Jewish? i„nli! his testimony, incriminated himself, 
to having seen a British spy since 19^ and , Israel and confessed 

ities in Poland, Hungary, llagaria East carried espionage activ- 

until his arrest in Se Accoriinu^o an d Czechoslovakia from 1945 

had combined Zionist activities with" hi* had adnitted that he 

08 W1 h his espionage work "to persuade leading 
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personalities to cooperate with the Zionists to obtain maximum aid for strength- 
ening the capitalistic State of Israel, "and that he had only pretended to he a 
friend of the USSR and of peace. Forward also reported that Oren's testimony 
had involved Ben-Shalom, First Secretary of the Israeli Embassy in Prague; Ben- 
Gurion, Israel's Prime Minister, and Mosheh Sharett Foreign Minister (l) ; while 
Yedloth Hayom , Tel Aviv daily, had already reported on 23 November that Oren 
had implicated Dr Aryeh Kubovl, Israel's diplomatic representative to Czech- 
oslovakia and Poland /now persona non grata/. (2) 

Israeli Government Interest 

On 18 September, the Tel Aviv daily paper Haaretz reported that on the pre- 
vious day, the Israeli Foreign Ministry had received the Czech reply to the 
second Israeli inquiry _/made on 11 June 19527 about the accusations against Oren 
and the possibility of providing legal counsel for him. According to the paper, 
a Foreign Ministry spokenmnn Termed the note unsatisfactory but refused to re- 
veal its contents. (3) The ministry had previously refused to make public, on 
the grounds that it was private and personal, a letter in German sent by Oren 
to his wife directly from Pankrac Prison in Prague through Israeli diplomatic 
channels, according to Haaretz of 24 August. (4) According to the 18 September 
i:;sue of the Jewish Agency organ Folk un Zion , a bimonthly Jerusalem periodical, 
Oren admitted in tnis letter to having committed unspecified crimes against the 
Czechoslovak People's Republic but nevertheless expressed the hope of seeing "his 
wife again. The paper added that Mrs Oren had turned the letter over to Mapam.(5) 

Per Tag , a New York daily newspaper, reported on 20 December that on l8 
December, following the conclusion of the Prague trial, Israel submitted a note 
of protest to the Czechoslovak representative in Tel Aviv, terming as ridiculous 
the charge that Oren was a British agent and professional spy and rejecting the 
self -accusations forced out of arrested Israeli citizens Jji.e., Oren and Shemuel 
0renstein7. According to the paper, the note also criticized Czechoslovakia's 
lack of respect for international usages in using the two men as witnesses after 
keeping them in isolation for an entire year. The note. Per Tag went on to say, 
voiced regret over the hostile acts of the present Czechoslovak government, men- 
tioning in particular the confiscation of funds collected with official approval 
for reconstruction activities in Israel and the refusal to compensate Israeli 
citizens for losses Incurred during the Nazi occupation of that country. (6) 

Israeli Reaction to Prague Trial 

Folk un Zion commented on 18 September that the Oren affair placed the 
Mapem Party In a difficult situation: it did not wish to antagonize the Czech 
People's Republic but at the same time, wished to support Oren and considered 
the arrest a "tragic misunderstanding. "(5) Previously, on 9 June, the Mapai 
organ Bador a Tel Aviv daily newspaper, sharply criticized Mapam’s silence on 
the Oren affair, which "continued to disturb public opinion in Israel and the 
entire world." The paper declared that Mnpan's passivity had alarmed Oren's 
friends in the Kibbutz Artzi federation, who considered this attitude a re- 
nunciation of Oren. (7) 

In its 10 September article on the Ortr affair Folk un Zion quoted another 
Mapai organ, Hapoel Hazalr , as condemning the methods used in extracting desired 
confessions from helpless prisoners in Communist states and describing Oren as 
a victim of such practices. According to Folk un Zion , the Mapai organ denied 
that Oren would lend himself to sabotage activities and called him a iuan of 
character, suggesting that was why it had taken 9 months to persuade him to con- 
fess his own guilt. (5) 
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On 6 October Haaretz reported on the Kibbutz Art.zi conference held, in 
'Ein Hamifrats on 5 October, at which a resolution was adopted reaffirming the 
federation's confidence in Oren and in his loyalty to the cause of friendship 
with the Czechoslovak Republic and expressing the hope that he would soon return 
to Israel. (8) The 7 October issue of the Jewish Journal , a New York daily news- 
paper, carried a similar story. (9) 

On 2!* November, the daily newspaper Jerusalem Post reported that on the pre- 
vious day, the chief topic of Israeli press news items and editorial columns had 
been the Prague trial and that the entire Israeli press, with the exception of 
Communist papers, had supported Oren. The paper focused particular attention on 
•the editorial reaction of the ‘iapam organ A1 Hamishmar , a Tel Aviv daily newspaper, 
which was described as having confined itself to only one aspect of the case, 
while other papero, with the exception of Kol Eaam , Israeli Communist organ, had 
treated all aspects and had strongly condemned the trial's anti— Te«tsh end unti- 
Tr-p*>.» 1 character . The Jer usalem rost article said that Kol Haam , in observing 
the Communist line, had carried a headline stating that Oren had admitted he had 
acted on behalf of Israeli and British intelligence .( 10) 

The A1 Hamishmar editorial on 23 November /referred to above/ declared that 
"Oren acted as a faithful and honest emissary _/and/ our movement is convinced 
that he had no intention of committing, nor did he commit, any acts of sabotage 
against the state or people ol Czechoslovakia. We repeat our demand for his 
release.” The editorial declared that if the first radio reports of the trial 
were correct, it was a serious attempt to smear an innocent man. It vent on to 
say that Mapam, which considers itself on Indivisible part of the world revolu- 
tionary camp and supports unreservedly the socialist states and the Peoples' 
Democracies in their struggle against internal and external enemies, could not 
in any way accept the charges made at the trial against Oren.(ll) 

On 25 November, Yedioth Hayom reported that on the previous day, Mapam' s 
political committee, meeting in Tel Aviv, had voted to back Oren unconditionally, 
as well as to endorse the 23 November A1 Hamishmar editorial, and that on 22 
November, the editorial had also been approved by a three-to-two vote at a ses- 
sion of Mapam 'o central committee. In connection with the political committee's 
decision, Yedloth Hayom reported that this decision had been supported by 25 
members, including delegates from Kibbutz Artzi and Kibbutz Meuhad /both Mapam 
kibbutz federations/ and from the urban branch of Po'alei Tslyon Smol, while 
the nine members who opposed the decision were as follows: Sneh, Berman, Rlftin, 
and Rubin /who had participated with Oren in the Berlin Peace Conference/, Feige 
Ilanit, Eli'ezer Preminger /former Communist Party member/, Genia Levin, Avraham 
Lipsker, and Tubin, all Knesset members. The decision, according to the paper, 
was considered a defeat for Dr Sneh, who, for the first time in several months, 
did not have an editorial in the 24 November issue of A1 Hamishmar . 

During the meeting, reported Yedioth Hayom , Meir Ya’ari and Ya'aqov Kazan, 
leaders of Mapam 's Shomer Hatsa'ir faction, together with leaders of the Ahdut 
'Avodah faction, emphasized the outspoken anti-Semitic character of the Prague 
trial. The paper reported that Sneh, in an unsuccessful opposition to Ya'ari 
and Hazan, warned against the results which an endorsement of -the AX HamlBhmar 
line would have for Mapam as long as complete reports on the Prague trial were 
not available, especially since Oren had gon. to Czechoslovakia without having 
been sent officially by Mapam. According to the paper, the political committee 
also overrode Sneh's opposition when it voted to send a special emissary to 
Czechoslovakia to warn Czech circles against putting Oren on trial, since such 
a trial would have damaging consequences for the Communist peace movement in 
Israel. Yedioth Hayom said that according to Mapam circles, the emissary would 
probably be Yisrael Barzilai, former Israeli ambassador to Poland. (12) 
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The Jerusalem Post reported on 8 December that the Kibbutz Meuhad council, 
at the conclusion of a 3-day conference at Shefayim on 7 December, had adopted 
a resolution vhich protested the malicious slander of Zionism, the State of 
Israel, and the Jewish people at the Prague trial. Hie resolution further stated, 
according to the paper, that Kibbutz Meuhad, although critical of the present 
Israeli government, will "rally to the defense of the state against any aggressor." 
The paper went on to say that the meeting also adopted resolutions which reaf- 
firmed Kibhutz Meuhad 's solidarity with the "creators of revolutions in their own 
lands" and which criticized the i-tapai Party for Its irresponsible anti-Mapam and 
anti-Soviet campaign following the Prague trial. (13) 

On 8 December, Yedloth Hayom reported another defeat of the Sneh-Rlftin 
group on 7 December at a meeting of the Mapam majority faction held at Giv'at 
Havivah to consider that faction's stand toward the Prague trial. According to 
the paper, the moderates under Yn.'n.ri and uaieu endorsed tne Ax Hamishnar line 
vain iuy votes against 50 ■ pposing votes and bo abstentions. The paper noted 
that Bentov and Lin ./extremist leaders in Mapam7 voted with the moderates of 
Shomer Hatsa'ir, while Sneh, Riftln, Earzilai, Ilanit, Rubin, and Preminger 
voted with the opposition. (lb) Commenting on the same meeting, the Jerusalem 
Post on 8 December stated that the moderates in Shomer Hatsa'ir had outvoted 
the Sneh-Eif tin group in an effort to prevent a split in Mapam. The paper 
noted that the Sneh-Riftin group lias accepted the Prague accusations without 
demur, while the moderates maintain that Orer. is innocent, though implying that 
the other accused are guilty. (13) 

The £8 December issue of the. Jewish Journal reported that on 25 December, 
the Mapam council In Tel Aviv had approved a resolution protesting the Prague 
trial's anti-Zionist and anti-Semitic character and reaffirming Oren's inno- 
cence. The paper said taut the resolution reiterated that the charges againcit 
Oren were only the results of "tragic coincidences," and reaffirmed the Mapam 
Council's support of tne World Zionist Organization but at the same time, con- 
demned all anti-Cornmunl st criticism voiced by other parties. According to the 
paper, the resolution was supported by a majority of Shomer Hatsa'ir under 
Ya'ari and Kazan and by the Ahdut 'Avadah and Po'alei Tsiyorv ^factions in Mapam7, 
while it was opposed by the extreme left wing of Mapam, led by Sneh, Riftin, 
and Peri. The actual vote, stated the paper, was 232 for, 49 against, and 18 
abstentions; the latter explained that they agreed only with that, part of the 
resolution which referred to Zionism but were opposed to the resolution as a 
whole because It failed to stress the antl-Titri st character of the trial and 
because the Ban-Gurlon government was not held responsible for the changes in 
the attitude of the People's Democracies toward Israel. v 15) 

Forward , on 11 January, quoted an article published in A1 Ha-mlshnvar on 9 
January and written by Ya'ari, in vhich the latter accused Sneh of having devi- 
ated from the Mapam Party line and of supporting an anti-Zionist line. Forward , 
still quoting Ya'ari 's article, said that Sneh had demanded elimination from 
the recent Mapam council resolution of the complete identification of the coun- 
cil with the Zionist movement and that he was trying to prove that the Prague 
trial was directed against the Jewish bourgeoisie but not against Jews like him- 
self. (l6) The following day. Forward published a Tel Aviv report that Sneh 
had been scheduled to appear as a speaker at a Mapam. meeting in lydda to defend 
his stand toward the Prague- trial but at the lust moment, the Mapam council had 
decided to cancel the meeting .( 17) 

Political RepercusGlons 

Tne 11 January issue- of Forward reported that a split, of Mapam had been 
expected for some time and that this had r.ov happened. Opponents of the Mapam 
resolution had been removed from party posts, continued the- paper; the Mapam 
central committee has removed Ya'anov Riftin as the party's political secretary. 
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Eli'ezer Peri ae editor of A1 Earoiahmar , and Sneh as secretary of the Israeli- 
Soviet Friendship League. (lS] Quoting a Jerusalem report, the Jewish Journal 
stated on 7 January that the central committee had also decided to remove all 
Mapam branch secretaries who subscribed to the Sneh-Hiftin line. 

The paper further stated that an official split in Mapam was expected to 
occur within 10 days, hy which time Sneh and Kiftln were to have established 
their own faction in Mapam. According to the paper, Sneh has declared that 
his new political group would fight for its place in the labor movement and 
would not hesitate to leave Mapam while retaining its seats in the Knesset. 
However, the paper went on to say, T-'tan has told the Jewish Telegraphic 
Agency that the present Mapam leadership is strong enough to purge the party 
of elements hostile to Zionist-Socialists ideals . (18) 

Four days later. For ward reported that the Kibbutz Arxzi federation had 
expelled the fad Hanah kibbutz, which -was charged with having affiliated itself 
with the Israeli Communist Party and that those of its members who were opposed 
to the anti-Semitic character of the Prague trial had left the kibbutz. The 
paper went on to say that the Mapam council would meet soon in Haifa to con- 
sider the situation which caused the split in the party. (l6) 

Earlier, on 8 January, the same newspaper had reported that Bar-Yehudah's 
recent action in the Knesset was considered by political circles at an official 
declaration of the split. The details of the affair, as reported by F orwar d , 
ore as follows: Honan Rubin was slated to become deputy chairman of the Knesset, 
but his election was postponed on the advice of Meir Argov, Mapai leader, who 
tensed Rubin unsuited for that post and called on Mapiam to nominate another 
candidate. Mapam refused to do this, and in the voting Bar-Yehudah abstained, 
thereby serving notice that the Mapam Knesset delegation was not united. (19) 


SOURCES 

1. Hew York, Forward, 28 Nov 52 

2. Tel Aviv, Yedioth Hayom, 23 Nov 52 

3. Tel Aviv, Haarctz, 18 Sep 52 

4. Ibid, 24 Aug 52 

5. Jerusalem, Folk un Zion, 18 Sep 52 

6. New York, Der Tug, 20 Dec 52 
7- Tel Aviv, Hador, 9 Jun 52 

8. Haaretz, 6 Oct 52 

9- " T ew York, Jewish Journal, 7 Oct 52 

10. Jerusalem, Jerusalem Post, 24 Nov 52 

11. Tel Aviv, Al Hamishmar, 23 Nov 52 

12. Yedioth Eayom, 25 Nov 52 
13- Jerusalem Post, S Dec 52 
14. Yedioth Hayom, 8 Dec 52 
15- Jewish Journal, 28 Dec 52 

16. Forward, 11 Jan 53 

17. Ibid, 12 Jan 53 

18. Jewish Jorunnl, 7 Jan 53 
19- Fonrard, 8 Jcu 53 


•Eli. - 


- 5 - 

RESTRICTED 


Approved For Release 2002/08/06 


CIA-RDP80-00 



